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South Korea’s plan to intro duce arti fi cial intel li gence-powered text books in schools has
pro voked a back lash from par ents and aca dem ics con cerned about chil dren’s expos ure to
digital devices and poten tial mis in form a tion.

Edu ca tion min is ter Lee Ju-ho said this week that tab lets loaded with AI fea tures were
“pivotal” to a planned over haul of the Korean school sys tem.

The tech no logy is set to be intro duced next year into classrooms for school chil dren as
young as eight.

But the pro posal, which the gov ern ment says is the first of its kind, has met oppos i tion
from many par ents already anxious about the amount of time their chil dren spend using
smart phones and tab lets.

South Korea con sist ently ranks among the highest-per form ing coun tries in the OECD’s
Pro gramme for Inter na tional Stu dent Assess ment tests. However, the gov ern ment is wor -
ried that an emphasis on rote-learn ing is stifling innov a tion at a time when the coun try is
seek ing to reduce depend ence on tra di tional man u fac tur ing indus tries.

“We can all agree that we need to move from a one-way, mem or isa tion-based classroom to
a space where stu dents can engage and take own er ship of their learn ing,” said Lee, adding
“2025 is a pivotal year for that change, and we need to lever age AI text books to help teach -
ers trans form their les sons.”

Accord ing to the edu ca tion min istry, the tab lets will be cus tom is able so that “fast learners”
and “slow learners” can be assessed by the soft ware and given dif fer ent AI-gen er ated tasks
with vary ing levels of com plex ity.

But few details have been provided on how the digital text books — and other AI-powered
edu ca tion tools being developed by Korean tech busi nesses includ ing LG and Sam sung —
will work or how the sys tem will be pre ven ted from AI’s tend ency to “hal lu cin ate” or pro -
duce errors.

The AI apps will be intro duced for all sub jects except music, art, phys ical edu ca tion and
eth ics by 2028, with teach ers mon it or ing activ ity through a digital dash board. Pupils will
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be given classes in digital lit er acy to help them deploy AI tools respons ibly.
“AI text books will enable teach ers to eval u ate each stu dent’s study level and pace based on
their data, and provide a tailored edu ca tion for each one of them,” an offi cial said.

Many pupils “tend to fall asleep in class, as some of them already learnt the con tent in
private cram schools and oth ers just fail to fol low the les sons”.

Soon “they will be able to think out side the box, as AI text books provide vari ous con tent
for any situ ation and induce their interest in study and help them think cre at ively”.

Other AI tools to be intro duced to classrooms include pro grammes that tran scribe a
teacher’s remarks on to an elec tronic white board while they roam the classroom.

The coun try has piloted mobile robots offer ing AI-gen er ated responses to pupils’ inquir ies.

Many are wary of the pro pos als. Shin Kwang-young, pro fessor of soci ology at Chung-Ang
uni versity in Seoul, said the gov ern ment was try ing to intro duce the AI text books “too
hast ily, without prop erly assess ing the side-effects, just because AI is a mega trend”.

More than 50,000 par ents have signed a peti tion demand ing that the gov ern ment give
greater con sid er a tion to pupils’ over all well being.

“We, as par ents, are already encoun ter ing many issues at unpre ced en ted levels arising
from [chil dren’s] expos ure to digital devices,” the peti tion read.

Lee Sun-young, a 41-year-old Seoul based mother of two school-age sons, said she would
prefer to see more after school teach ers hired to help pupils than AI text books.

“I am wor ried that too much usage of digital devices could neg at ively affect their brain
devel op ment, con cen tra tion span, and abil ity to solve prob lems. They already use smart -
phones and tab lets too much.”

The intro duc tion of AI text books has been wel comed by many in the pro fes sion, with 54
per cent of state school teach ers sur veyed by the Korean Fed er a tion of Teach ers’ Asso ci -
ations express ing sup port.

The move goes against the trend in other developed coun tries where gov ern ments have
sought to restrict or roll back chil dren’s access to smart phones and tab lets in schools.

AI in the classroom risked “get ting out of con trol”, said Shin, given the poten tial spread of
false inform a tion, pla gi ar ism and leaks of pupils’ per sonal data.

Address ing legit im ate con cerns about rote-learn ing required “prop erly” over haul ing the
sys tem, includ ing exam in a tion meth ods, Shin said.
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